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nobles and prelates, who passing over the lineage of
Charles the Great chose Hugh Capet as their king
(987), doubtless intended to establish an elective
monarchy no longer confined to the members of one
family. For the next two hundred years the reign-
ing monarch never omitted to procure during his
lifetime the election and coronation of his eldest
son. It was mainly owing to the fortunate chance,
that till the death of Lewis X. (1316) a direct male
heir never failed the house of Capet, that the de-
scent of the Crown to the nearest male heir of the
deceased King came to be regarded as a matter of
course.

The presence of the peers of France at the King's
coronation became an antiquarian pageant, which
reminded only the most thoughtful spectators that
the royal power had once been based on a compact
between an elected ruler and his people.

On the other hand the religious and mystic im-
portance attached to the coronation ceremony had,
if anything, increased. To lead her Prince to Rheims,
that he might receive the sacred unction, was the
final aim and crown of Joan of Arc's ambition; till
after that ceremony he was to her only the Dauphin,
nor does Froissart give him till then the style of
King.

One of the arguments used to determine the con-
version of Henry IV. had been the question, how,
while he remained a heretic, could he be crowned ?

This difficulty no longer existed. Rheims with
its cathedral and mystic oil was still in the power of
the League. But there were precedents for the per-
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